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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8-17, 19, 21, 22, 24-26. and 31-36 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method to promote the use, of consumables in an imaging 
device including a consumption detecting device, comprising; 

detecting consumption of a uluruUtv of bv the imaging device of individual quantities 
of the consumables using the consumption detecting device; f [ttftdll 

generating a reward when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the 
individual quantities of oonaumablc the consumables has been detecte d: and 

basing a value of the reward on the individual quaiiMtjes of each consumable detected 
as bcinp consumed bv rhc imaging device . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, and wherein rewarding o ufior 
generating the reward comprises printing a coupon using the imaging device. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, and further comprising connecting to a global 
computer network and obtaining, via the global computer network, a certificate verifying the 
reward. 

j 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, and wherein connecting to f fall the 
global computer network and obtaining the certificate verifying the reward is performed 
automatically in response to detecting the predefined collective quantity. 

I 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, and wherein [[theU detecting 
consumption of the consumables comprises calculating an estimated consumption of the 
consumables. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , and wherein the consumables can be 
provided by a plurality of separately identified sources, the method further comprising 
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detecting ac least one of the identified sources of the consumables, and basing the reward at 
leoAt in part on whether the predefined coUcct'ivc quantity of the consumables that has been 
consumed comprises consumables provided by the at least one identified source. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, and wherein at least one of the 
consumables is defined by a standard retail price per unit, and further wherein the reward 
allows the user to obtain the at least one consumable at a discount over the standard retail 
price. 

8. (Cvirrently Amended) The method of claim 1, and wherein at least one of the 
consumables comprises sheets of media, and wherein detecting consumption of the ftt4eattt 
on e con-^umtriil e consumables comprises counting sheets of the media consumed by the 
imaging device. 

9. (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 1, and wherein at least one of the 
consumables comprises an image forming substance, wherein the imaging device forms an 
image by depositing a quantity of pixels of the image forming substance, and wh&rcin 
detecting consumption of the imnso for«>in^ substanoc consumables comprises at least one of 
calculating, measuring, or estimating the deposited quantity of pixels of the image forming 
substance. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method to promote the use of a plurality of consumables in 
an imaging device including one or more consumption detecting devices, comprising: 

detecting consumption by the imaging device of individual quantities of the pliuality 
of consumables using at least one of the one or more consumption detecting devices , each of 
the consumables having individual consumable values ; 

calcuiatinjg a cumulative consumption value of the consumables based on the 
individual consumable values and the individual quantities of the cotisuninbles consumed bv 
Qie imaging device: 



3 



PAGE 5/16 ' RCVD AT 4/10/2007 2:21:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USP^^^^ 



04/10/2007 13:23 FAX 612 5T3 2005 



DICKE.BILLIQ&CZAJA P. A. 



iiooe 



Amendment and Response 
Applicani: Travis J. Parry et ai. 
Serial No.: 09/873,094 
Filed: June 1,2001 
Docket No.; 10005949-1 

Title: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR PROMOTING USE OF CONSUMABLE GOOD TN IMAGING 

DEVICES 

when u pfcdofincd - o ^ ritoo tt vc q i t aiitky of the Lndividunl qimntitlefl of consumabl e H hQ, H 
be e n d e tected 

when the cumulative consumption va]t:ic is at least a predefined value , rewarding a 
user of the imaging device with a reward defined by a value; and 

basing the value of the reward on the individual consumable values of the 
consuiiiablas and t he individual quantities of each consumable that has been detected as being 
consumed by the imaging device. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, and wherein- e aeh of t he oon s umablofl 
arc defin e d by Individual con. s umabl e vuiu e tj. the method furth e r compri s ing basing th e- vriu e 
of cho rowflid on the individual consuniftblc vftluos the consumables comprise at least one of 
sheets of media handled bv t)ie imaging device and an image forming Aubsiancc deposited by 
the imaging device . 

12. (Currently Amended) A method to promote the use of a consumable in a plurality of 
imaging devices, each of the plurality of imaging devices including a consumption detecting 
device, the method compri.sing: 

detecting consumption of individual quantities of the consumable by each of the 
plurality oiL imaging devices using the consumption detecting device of each imaging device; 
and 

when ihe cc^nsumntion of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
of the consumable bv the pUtralitv of imaging devices has been detected, generating a reward. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, and wherein generating the reward « 
eonerot e d bv c om Driscs transmitting a message to an individual notifying the individual of 
the reward. 



14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, and wherein generating t he reward ^ 
gcnefiiL e d by comprises printing a reward coupon using at least one of the plurality of 
imaging devices. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, and wherein the consumable can be 
provided by a plurality of separately identified sources, the method further comprising 
detecting at least one of the identified sources of the consumabl e produot , and basing the 
reward at least in part on whether quantity of the.consumable which has been consumed 
comprises the consumable provided by the at least one identified source. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, and wherein the plurality of imaging 
devices collectively consume a plurality of consumables* the method further comprising: 

detecting consumption by the plurality of imaging devices of individual quantities of 
the plurality of consumables; 

when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual quantities 
of die plurality of consumables bv the plurality of imaging devices h as been detected, 
generating a reward defined by a value; and 

basing the value of the reward on the individual quantities of each consumable that 
I has been detected as being consumed by the plurality of imaging devices, 

17. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for providing the user of an imaging device with a 
reward, comprising: 

I a consumable consumption detection device configured to detect individual quantities 

of each of a plurality of consumables that are consumed by the imaging device and to 
generate consumption signals in response theret o, each of the consumables having individual 
consumable values : 

an electronic writeable memory device; 

j an electronic readable memory device configured to contain a «f^ei=^reward message; 

and 

a processor configured to receive the consumption signals and to store a cumulative 
consumption value in the electronic writeable memory device, the cumulative consumption 
value being a ftmction of q collective the individual consumable values of the consumables 
and relative quantities of consumption of the plurality of consumables, the processor further 
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configured to read from the electronic readable memory device the ttivep-reward message 
when the cumulative consumption value is at least equal to a predetermined reward value, 
and to visually display the reward message to the user^ 

wherein a value of the reward is based on the individual consumable values of ihe 
consumables and the relaiive quantities of consumption of the plurality of consumables , 

18. (Original) The apparatus of claim 17» and further comprising a display device, and 
wherein the processor visually displays the reward message using the display device. 

I 19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 17, and wherein the electronic r eadable 
memory device is a read able- writcable memory device, the apparatus further comprising a 
computer network communication device, and wherein the processor is further configured to 
access a global computer network via the computer network communication device when the 
cumulative consumption value is at least equal to the predetermined reward value and to 
obtain from the global computer network the reward message, and to store the reward 
message in the readable- writeable memory device. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of claim 19, and wherein the computer network 
communication device is an embedded web server located within the imaging device. 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 17. and wherein at least one of the 
plurality of consumables comprises sheets of media upon which the apparatus imafflnj^ device 
can form an image^ and further wherein the consumable consumption detection device 
comprises a sheet counter configured to count sheets of media on which the apporatuii 
imaging device has formed an image. 

22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 17, and wherein at least one of the 
plurality of consumables comprises an image forming substance, and wherein the opp ft va Hi i iy 
HTiaging device forms an image by depositing pixels of the image forming substance on 
sheets of media, and further wherein the consumable consumption detection device comprises 
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a pixel counter configured lo count the number of pixels of the image forming substance 
which have been deposited on sheets of media to form an image, 

23. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 17, and v^rherein at least one of the 
plurality of consumables can be provided by a plurality of suppliers, at least one of which can 
be identified by inspection of the consumable, the apparatus further comprising a consumable 
identification detection device configured to inspect the consumable and detect whether the 
consumable has been supplied by the at least one supplier and to generate a supplier 
identification signal in response thereto. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 23. and wherein the processor is further 
configured to receive the supplier idcjitificaiion signal, and wherein the cumulative 
consumption value is further a function of the received supplier identification signal. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium for use by a processor 
configured lo execute computer executable instructions to generate a reward moi s tmgo in 
response to the consumption of ti conr i umable consumables by an imaging device, the 
medium holding computer executable instructions to: 

detect consumption by the imaging device of individual quantiiies of a plurality of 
consumables; [l*»«*J] 

when the consumption of a predefined collective quantity of the individual QuaiUhies 
of the consumables has been detected, generate a reward mc: ^» ogci and 

base a value of the rcwiard on the individual quaniities of each consumable detected 
being consumed bv the imaging device . 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, and 
wherein the instruction to generate a ru s void moatjQgo the reward comprises an instruction to 
print a coupon using the imaging device. 
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27. (Original) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25» ihe medium further 
holding computer executable instructions to cormecl lo a global computer network and to 
obtain, via the global computer network, a certificate verifying the reward. 

28. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 27, and 
wherein the instruction to connect to the global computer network and obtain the certificate 
verifying the reward is configured to be executed automatically in response to a detection of 
the predefined collective quantity. 

29. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, and 
wherein the instruction to detect the consumption of the plurality of consumables comprises 
an instruction to calculate an estimated consimiption of the consumables. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, and 
wherein at least one of the consumables can be provided by a plurality of separately 
identified sources, the medium further holding computer executable instructions to detect at 
least one of the identified sources of the ai least one consumable, and to base the reward at 
least in part on whether the detected collective quantity comprises a consumable provided by 
the at least one identified source. 

31. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, and 
wherein at least one of the consumables comprises sheets of media, wherein the instruction to 
detect the consumption of the consumables comprises an instruction to count sheets of the 
media consumed by the imaging device. 

32. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 25, and 
wherein at least one of the consumables comprises an image forming substance, wherein the 
imaging device forms an image by depositing a quantity of pixels of the image forming 
substance, wherein the instruction to detect the consumption of the consumables comprises 
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an instruclion lo al least one of calculate, measure, or estimate the deposited quantity of 
pixels of the image forming substance. 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium for use by a processor 
configured to execute computer executable instructions lo generate a reward in response to 
the consumption of consumahles hv an imaging device , the medium holding computer 
executable instructions to; 

receive consumption signals from a consumption detectioh device configured to 
detect individual quantities of a plurality of consumables which are consumed by the imaging 
device ^ each of the consumables having individual consumable values : 

calculate a cumulative consumption value as a function of the co l lective t he individual 
consumable values of the consumables and relative quantities of consumption of die 
consumables, and store the CLuaiiiaiiyS-Consumption value in a readable memory device; 

determine when the cumulative consumption value is at least a predetermined reward 

value; 

generate the reward mo ii nago when the cumulative consumption value is at least the 
predetermined reward value: and v^l t t e an th 
visually display the reward mes !i ag e ^ 

wherein a value of the reward is based on the individual con.sumablc values of the 
consumables and the relative quantities of consumption of ihe consumables . 

34. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33, the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions to connect a computer network 
commimication device to a global computer network and obtain from the global 
communiGation - cQmputer network a reward file, and to use the reward file to generate the 
reward m t^ ^ag e. 

35. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33, the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions to receive a supplier identification 
signal from a consumable identification detection device configured to inspect at least one of 
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the consumables and detect whether the at least one consumable product has been supplied by 
a predetermined supplier, and to use the supplier identification signal to calculate the 
cumulative consumption value. 



36. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 33, the 
medium further holding computer executable instructions to cause the imaging device to print 
a copy of the rev^ard mon^Qgo . 
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